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accounts of Chinese pilgrims but as yet unvisited by any European.
The protection afforded by Raja Pakhtunwali, who had made
himself master of the turbulent local Dardic tribes, made it possible
to trace interesting remains of pre-Muhammadan civilization, and
to identify the site of an important Buddhist sanctuary. After
gaining the Chinese border on the Taghdumbash Pamir I passed
to Kashgar by an unsurveyed route through the gorges of the Kara-
tash river. The help afforded there by Sir George Macartney was
all the more valuable as the Chinese revolution of 1911 and local
troubles had seriously disturbed the peace of the ' New Dominion/

While moving east along the foot of the T'ien-shan range, then
across the Taklamakan to the south, useful antiquarian observations
were made before gaining the Khotan oasis in November. The
journey thence to Lop-nor lay necessarily along the old caravan
route previously followed. This allowed me to trace more remains
of Buddhist times north of Domoko. On a fresh visit to the sand-
buried settlement beyond the termination of the Niya river, aban-
doned to the desert in the third century B.C., we cleared ruined
dwellings previously hidden among high tamarisk-covered sand-
cones or deeply buried in sand. They yielded a further collection
of Kharoshthi documents on wood and other relics.

After recovering remains of wall paintings from one of the
ruined Buddhist shrines in Miran, I set out on February i, 1914,
into the waterless desert northward. Here, moving towards ancient
Lou-Ian by a new route, we discovered the ruins of a large fort and
settlement. Ancient records in Kharoshthi, Chinese and Early
Sogdian, besides other relics, proved occupation to have ceased here
early in the fourth century A.D. At the ancient Chinese station of
Lou-Ian the clearing of deeper deposits of refuse yielded finds of
ancient documents in the same languages. More important was
the discovery to the north-east of an ancient Chinese burial ground.